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Born to parents of Jamaican and Guyanese origin, 
Abu ‘Abdillah al-Canadi and his younger brother Abu 
Ibrahim al-Canadi were raised in Calgary, Alberta as 
Christians before later embracing Islam. Abu ‘Ab- 
dillah was the first of the two to convert, and would 
spend much of his time studying the religion by read- 
ing books and listening to lectures. His brother, Abu 
Ibrahim, soon took notice when he came to visit him 
one day and found that his apartment was completely 
empty apart from the stereo he was using for listen- 
ing to lectures. When he found Abu ‘Abdillah keenly 
listening to lectures by Shaykh Anwar al-‘Awlaqi on 
topics such as jihad, his immediate thought was, “O 
great, my brother has become a terrorist.” 

Abu ‘Abdillah took the opportunity to give him 
dawah (i.e. he called him to Islam) and provide him 
with a translation of the Quran as well as some books 
on Íslam, and it wasn't long before they were even lis- 
tening to lectures together. Abu Ibrahim was open to 
his brothers dawah as he himself had been contem- 
plating about his Creator, had become disillusioned 
with Christianity, and couldn't find the answers to the 
questions he had. When he read the books his brother 
gave him, however, he found the answers to his ques- 
tions, and shortly afterwards embraced Islam. 

They continued studying the religion and listening 
to lectures together and soon became close friends 
with several other Muslims in Calgary who were 
upon the correct methodology, including Abu Talhah 
al-Canadi &. Later, when jihad came to the Levant, 
the members of their group began leaving Canada 
one-by-one under the pretext of travelling overseas to 
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study, and one-by-one they began popping up in the 
Levant. The two brothers began taking notice as they 
kept hearing of another member of their group reach- 
ing the lands of jihad and joining the mujahidin. Abu 
Ibrahim had a desire to travel overseas and actually 
study Islam, but his brother, like the other members 
of the group, was already making plans to perform hi- 
jrah and wage jihad, so he told Abu Ibrahim to forget 
his plans because the two of them were going to join 
the mujahidin. 

They soon left for Egypt under the pretext that they 
were going to study Arabic, with the hope that they 
could make their way from there to the Levant. When 
the protests against the taghut Morsi broke out, they 
tried to use it as an opportunity to leave the country 
and make their way to the Levant, but were detained 
at the airport for questioning by the Egyptian author- 
ities. The authorities first questioned Abu Ibrahim 
alone while Abu ‘Abdillah had to sit outside the office 
as he waited for his turn to be questioned. Abu Ibra- 
him made up a cover story during the course of the 
questioning in order to conceal his and his brother's 
intentions to perform hijrah and join the mujahidin. 
When the questioning was over, they made the mis- 
take of having him wait outside the office before they 
had even called his brother in. This gave him a few 
precious minutes to tell his brother what they had 
asked him and how he had responded so that they 
could coordinate their stories. After Abu ‘Abdillah was 
questioned they were both released, leaving them free 
to continue their hijrah and make their way to the Le- 
vant, where they joined “Jaysh al-Muhajirin wal-An- 
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Shaykh ‘Umar ash-Shishani & 


sar’ under the leadership of Shaykh “Umar ash-Shis- 
hani £ before subsequently joining the ranks of the 
Islamic State a few months later, after Shaykh “Umar 
gave bay’ah to Amirul-Muminin Abu Bakr al-Bagh- 
dadi #&. 

When the two brothers initially arrived in the Le- 
vant, they were eager to do their training and head 
out to the battlefield. At the time, the mujahidin were 
preparing for a major operation in Hamah, so the two 
brothers headed out along with the rest of their battal- 
ion, leaving their base in ‘Anadan in the Aleppo coun- 
tryside and remaining stationed in Hamah in prepa- 
ration for the operation. They had to exercise patience 
during this period as they awaited their opportunity 
to fight and attain martyrdom. For Abu ‘Abdillah, 
however, that opportunity would be delayed as he and 
a number of other mujahidin in their battalion were 
sent back to ‘Anadan to guard their base, look after 
the families of the mujahidin who were in Hamah, 
and receive any new muhajirin joining the battalion. 
He gracefully accepted this decision and reminded 
the brothers with him that Allah was testing their pa- 
tience and that soon their opportunity to fight would 
come. What helped keep him firm then as well as in 
the face of many other difficult circumstances was 
that Abu ‘Abdillah would regularly recall there was 
wisdom behind Allah’s decrees. 


As such, he remained patient even though his op- 


portunity to perform ribat (frontier guarding) and 
take part in battles against the enemies of Allah would 
come much later due to his medical condition. He 
had a blood disorder, which made it difficult for him 
to take part in any activities that could lead to stren- 
uous or stressful circumstances. However, just as his 
brother had refused to let his asthma get in the way of 
fighting for the cause of Allah, so too did Abu ‘Abdil- 
lah refuse to let his condition prevent him from doing 
the same. They had both struggled to perform hijrah 
despite their conditions, and were not about to give 
up after reaching the point they had come to. ‘Thus, 
Abu Ibrahim performed ribat and also took part in a 
number of battles, both in Aleppo and Hamah, and 
Abu ‘Abdillah waited patiently until his opportunity 
to perform ribat and fight finally came a few months 
after the start of the Sahwah in the Levant. During 
this period of waiting and preparation, Abu ‘Abdillah 
would contribute to the efforts of the mujahidin by 
taking on other roles. 

His brother, having taken part in the operation in 
Hamah, later headed out with a group of mujahidin 
to join the effort to capture the city of Safirah in the 
Aleppo countryside from the Nusayri regime short- 
ly before the start of the Sahwah in the Levant. He 
took part in a battle in the village of Tall Hasil locat- 
ed near Safirah and was quick to volunteer when the 
commander asked for a group of brothers to infiltrate 
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Nusayri territory. During the course of the operation, 
Abu Ibrahim was shot in the foot by a sniper. The bul- 
let went through his bone, requiring a longer period of 
recovery before he would eventually return to combat 
several months later. During his period of recovery, 
he would help the mujahidin in other capacities, such 
as managing the battalion’s finances and equipment. 
During this period, the two brothers continued hear- 
ing of their friends from Calgary attaining martyrdom 
one after another. They also learned of Abu Talhah 
al-Canadi’s presence in the city of Aleppo and were 
eager to meet him. They finally got the opportunity to 
see him shortly before he was martyred after the start 
of the Sahwah. 

A few months later, Abu Ibrahim would make his 
return to the frontlines as the Islamic State went on 
the offensive in Sirrin against the apostates of Liwa’ 
Thuwwar ar-Raqqah, an operation in which he was 
tasked with leading a group of approximately a doz- 
en mujahidin. He was more suited for this role than 
many of the other brothers, as he had been dedicating 
much of his free time towards studying tactics and 
strategy. Following the mujahidin’s capture of the city 
and later, the grain silos, he and his brother remained 
stationed there in ribat together with their battalion 
in order to defend the town against any attempted 
advances by the PKK. Soon afterwards, they would 
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both head out to Shaddadi and take part in battles 
taking place in the region, in addition to also fight- 
ing in the battles around Sirrin. When the Islamic 
State made a major advance towards ‘Ayn al-Islam, 
the two brothers fought in the ranks of the soldiers of 
the Caliphate advancing towards the city, and contin- 
ued playing a role in the campaign as they performed 
ribat in the ‘Ayn al-Islam countryside while battles 
continued inside the city. They were known for being 
fierce in battle, and were also very generous towards 
their brothers. They would buy equipment for their 
fellow mujahidin when they saw them in need, and 
allow them to borrow their expensive weapons for use 
in battle. Abu ‘Abdillah even gave away his first gun 
when he bought a new one. 

A few months after the start of the campaign to lib- 
erate ‘Ayn al-Islam and the ensuing intervention by 
the Crusader coalition, Abu Ibrahim and Abu ‘Abdil- 
lah attained martyrdom in a Crusader airstrike while 
stationed in Ashraf, an area adjacent to the plains 
of Dabiq. The two had been very close throughout 
their lives and had now achieved their goal together. 
They had abandoned Christianity and embraced Is- 
lam together, learned together, made hijrah together, 
fought together, and were killed together. May Allah 
raise them together on the Day of Judgment and enter 
them into the highest levels of Paradise. 





